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Introduction:

Nothing seems to fascinate and terrify like the thought of “The End of the World.”   Countless books have been written and movies made using some variation on this theme. Most have one thing in common;  The death of everyone and the destruction of everything.  Descriptions like doomsday, end times, cataclysmic, Armageddon, and apocalyptic are common. 
Why are men fascinated with something they fear?  Perhaps it is because we all know intuitively that all things eventually end.  As amazingly precise as the cosmos is,  it is showing signs of aging and running down.  This is the nature of the physical creation in which we exist.  The great empires of Babylon, Persia, Greece, and Rome all vanished, along with every petty dictator of every  kingdom that has exalted itself to world prominence.   

Man’s best inventions and ideas are replaces with something new.  Who sends a telegram these days or takes the train or buys a vinyl record.  All gone with their generation.
The church of our Lord Jesus Christ is also fascinated by the end.  There is however, a grand difference between our interest and the worlds.  For the church it is the source of hope, comfort, joy, encouragement and expectation.  In my lifetime, however there has been a concerted effort to put a lid on all the positive expectations accompanying the end of this present world. 
Believers who are eagerly waiting for Christ,  are often accused of making up their views out of whole cloth by devising a chronology that will exempt them from the wrath of God.  But, I Thessalonians describes an event with no signs leading up to it.  Both the Thessalonians and Paul were looking forward too it with joy.  It signals life and not death.  It transforms grief into comfort.  It is explained for us in today’s  Scripture.
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18   13 But we do not want you to be uninformed, brethren, about those who are asleep, so that you will not grieve as do the rest who have no hope.  14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep in Jesus.  15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep.  16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first.  17 Then we who are alive and remain will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall always be with the Lord.  18 Therefore comfort one another with these words.

Paul under inspiration, writes about it.  He is not mistaken.  He does not need two thousand more years of theological understanding.  He is being carried along by the Holy Spirit to write God Breathed Scripture.   As he writes he explains matter-of-factly, the coming of Christ for His Church.  
Theological schemes seldom take into account the tone of these exhortations.  These brothers are concerned that their loved ones are dying before Christ could come back for them. What God gives them [and us] through Paul’s letter is a precise order and explanation of events at the time of Christ’s coming for His Church.  There are no signs leading up to it.  It will just one day “happen” and when it happens, this is how it will be.  
We call this quality “imminence.”  It can happen at any minute.  It does not mean soon or delayed.  It simply means that it will happen with no warning and no preceding requirements.  Webster says it means; “ready to take place.”  It is not a new concept.  It is a Biblical New Testament Concept. 
1 Thessalonians 1:9-10  9 For they themselves report about us what kind of a reception we had with you, and how you turned to God from idols to serve a living and true God,  10 and to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead, that is Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath to come.
The Church has referred to this particular event as the “Rapture” for a very long time.  Jerome first translated the Greek word meaning “caught up” with the Latin word “rapturo” in 405 AD.  So then in I Thess. 4:17 when it says  “we who are alive and remain will be caught up” the words “caught up” are “rapturo” in Latin or rapture in English.  Now let’s consider four things that Christ’s pending Rapture of His church accomplishes.
· The Imminent Rapture replaces Grief with Hope [13]

· The Imminent Rapture replaces death with resurrection life [14-15]

· The Imminent Rapture replaces separation with eternal union [16-17]

· The Imminent Rapture replaces anxiety with comfort [18]

The Imminent Rapture replaces Grief with Hope [13]

1 Thessalonians 4:13   13 But we do not want you to be uninformed, brethren, about those who are asleep, so that you will not grieve as do the rest who have no hope.
We do not want you to be uninformed, brethren, about those who are asleep: There are many things in the Bible that we have heard about, but still do not understand. The Thessalonians only had a few weeks with Paul before he left.  As their loved ones began to die, they remembered that Christ was coming to take them up alive, but what about mom or my sister or a child that died.  They too were hoping in Christ and waiting for His return for them.  Paul writes to inform them of the details. .  

That you will not grieve as do the rest who have no hope:  They were also grieving over the loss of these brothers and sisters in the Lord.  They were Greeks remember.  They never heard of the resurrection. Their philosophers never spoke of the hope of resurrection: In fact, those living in their day scoffed at the idea. 

Acts 17:32  32 Now when they heard of the resurrection of the dead, some began to sneer.

They had no anticipation of ever seeing these loved ones again.  They were grieving just like those who have no hope.  Here God’s Word gives the truth that overcomes the hopeless grief of death.  Death is so final.  Like the end of the world, it ends everything.  The love, affection, companionship, happiness and intimacy that we long for and cherish as humans.  If the grave is the final word then we are indeed without hope.  
But it is not the final word.  Christ Himself conquered death and rose again.  He was a human man with the same kind of body that you have.  His actual death,  affirmed by His burial for three days and then His glorious resurrection, proved that He was God, but it also proved that the dead will rise again.  That those who trust in Christ will rise to eternal physical life.  
The Imminent Rapture replaces death with resurrection life [14-15]

1 Thessalonians 4:14-15   14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep in Jesus.  15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep.
If we believe that Jesus died and rose again:  This ‘if’ expresses the proposition followed by the conclusion.  It is better understood as “because we know that Jesus rose from the dead; we also know that all men will rise from the dead.”
Do you cherish your physical life?  I know that you do.  Do you grieve for the loss of a loved one’s physical life?  I know that you do.  Do you worry about your health and ultimately, your own life?  I know that you do.  And it is normal to worry because we all face the grave, but the grave is not the final word.  God does not want you to be uninformed  brothers……Jesus Christ is the final word on the subject of death and life.  

John 11:21-27  21 Martha then said to Jesus, "Lord, if You had been here, my brother would not have died.  22 "Even now I know that whatever You ask of God, God will give You."  23 Jesus said to her, "Your brother will rise again."  24 Martha said to Him, "I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day."  25 Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in Me will live even if he dies,  26 and everyone who lives and believes in Me will never die. Do you believe this?"  27 She said to Him, "Yes, Lord; I have believed that You are the Christ, the Son of God, even He who comes into the world."  

The resurrection of our Lord Jesus not only proved that He was God the Son with total power over death, but it also proved that we too will rise physically in our bodies.  The Bible does not teach that you become a disembodied spirit for eternity.  It teaches that you become you again for eternity.  You, without sin.  You, as God always intended you to be.  You, for the purposes that He redeemed you at the Cross.  Paul pressed this point with the Corinthians.  
1 Corinthians 15:16-22  16 For if the dead are not raised, not even Christ has been raised;  17 and if Christ has not been raised, your faith is worthless; you are still in your sins.  18 Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished.  19 If we have hoped in Christ in this life only, we are of all men most to be pitied.  20 But now Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who are asleep.  21 For since by a man came death, by a man also came the resurrection of the dead.  22 For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all will be made alive.

God will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep in Jesus: The resurrection was first revealed in Daniel who spoke of a resurrection of the righteous and the wicked in a compressed format.  If you shun Christ and the blood that He poured out for you on the Cross,  the grave will not be the end for you either.  All men will rise again.
Daniel 12:2 "Many of those who sleep in the dust of the ground will awake, these to everlasting life, but the others to disgrace and everlasting contempt.
I Thessalonians 4 speaks of the resurrection of the righteous.  It speaks of His redeemed church and His promise to come for her  For believers who have died, it will be resurrection for those who are alive,  it will be “Change you can believe in.”  
1 Corinthians 15:52-57  52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed.  53 For this perishable must put on the imperishable, and this mortal must put on immortality.  54 But when this perishable will have put on the imperishable, and this mortal will have put on immortality, then will come about the saying that is written, "DEATH IS SWALLOWED UP in victory.  55 "O DEATH, WHERE IS YOUR VICTORY? O DEATH, WHERE IS YOUR STING?"  56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law;  57 but thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.
You need to know this, understand this and rehearse this; to yourselves and to one another.  Jesus is coming again for His Church.  It could happen at any moment.  No one has missed the Blessed Hope of the return of Christ.  

This we say to you by the word of the Lord:  Here Paul tells us that he has been given a direct word from the Lord.  He has mentioned this happening in other places also. 
1 Corinthians 7:10  10 But to the married I give instructions, not I, but the Lord, that the wife should not leave her husband

2 Corinthians 12:2-4  2 I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago-- whether in the body I do not know, or out of the body I do not know, God knows-- such a man was caught up to the third heaven.  3 And I know how such a man-- whether in the body or apart from the body I do not know, God knows--  4 was caught up into Paradise and heard inexpressible words, which a man is not permitted to speak.
Paul had an exact instruction to pass on.  We may consider this teaching to have come from Jesus Christ Himself, who also told His own disciples: 

John 14:1-3  "Do not let your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe also in Me.  2 "In My Father's house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, I would have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you.  3 "If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself, that where I am, there you may be also.

We who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep:  Here is the precise chronology.  Those living, who were grieving over their lost brothers, will not get there before them.  
Ill:  When we have danger or concern for those we love, we desire to get them to safety before we go ourselves.  A Father will send his wife and kids to safety if a storm or fire is approaching.  Then he will secure the house and follow.  In the same way Christ will take those who have died first and then the rest who are alive.   
The Imminent Rapture replaces separation with eternal union [16-17]

1 Thessalonians 4:16-17  16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first.  17 Then we who are alive and remain will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall always be with the Lord.
The Lord Himself will descend from heaven: Jesus is coming.  It is personal with Him.  No man would send someone else to get his bride on his wedding night.  He comes himself.  We are looking for Jesus and not just for heaven.  
With a shout:  Yes, Jesus has a voice and He will use it again on the earth that day.  It is His earth after all.  He made it and all that it contains.  Satan has usurped its rule and corrupted its people and institutions.  He fancies himself a god and perhaps he is compared to us.  
2 Corinthians 4:3-4  3 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing,  4 in whose case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving so that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.

Ephesians 2:1-2  And you were dead in your trespasses and sins,  2 in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience.

But, Christ is coming right through Satan’s territory.  He is coming boldly, loudly, brazenly.  He is calling attention to Himself and His rescue mission.  I have heard Christians mock this entire event by calling it “The Secret Rapture.”  If it is, it is the worst kept secret in history.  And as Jesus descends He calls out to His Own Bride and she awakes. 
John 5:26-29  26 "For just as the Father has life in Himself, even so He gave to the Son also to have life in Himself;  27 and He gave Him authority to execute judgment, because He is the Son of Man.  28 "Do not marvel at this; for an hour is coming, in which all who are in the tombs will hear His voice,  

And they will see their Savior, redeemer and Lord.  

John 6:40  40 "For this is the will of My Father, that everyone who beholds the Son and believes in Him will have eternal life, and I Myself will raise him up on the last day."

The voice of the archangel:  The only archangel identified by name in the Scripture is Michael.  This just makes sense, because Jesus is coming to take away His Bride and she will not be allowed to go quietly if Satan has anything to do about it.  
Daniel 10:20-21  I shall now return to fight against the prince of Persia; so I am going forth, and behold, the prince of Greece is about to come.  21 "However, I will tell you what is inscribed in the writing of truth. Yet there is no one who stands firmly with me against these forces except Michael your prince.

Revelation 12:7   7 And there was war in heaven, Michael and his angels waging war with the dragon. The dragon and his angels waged war,

With the trumpet of God: This is a battle call.  It is awesome just to imagine.  God the Son is calling to His redeemed and they hear Him clearly.  Michael, the mighty warrior of God is by His side and they are making a way through the heavens and the atmosphere where their shouts and voices can finally be heard.  And now there is the Trumpet.  
Psalm 47:5-8   5 God has ascended with a shout, The LORD, with the sound of a trumpet.  6 Sing praises to God, sing praises; Sing praises to our King, sing praises.  7 For God is the King of all the earth; Sing praises with a skillful psalm.  8 God reigns over the nations, God sits on His holy throne.
1 Corinthians 15:52  52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed.  
The dead in Christ will rise first: This is the order of the resurrection / rapture.  We are not to worry about the dead in Christ.  They get to go first.   
We who are alive and remain will be caught up:  Here is the verse with the origin of the word “Rapture.”  The Greek word translated “caught up” means to seize or take away forcefully. Walter Bauer says that harpazo can have the following meanings: “snatch, seize, i.e., take suddenly and vehemently, or take away in the sense of 1. steal, carry off, drag away…2. snatch or take away.”  Christ will take His Church away from this world by force.  
Why the trumpet blast?  Why the loud shouting and voices?  Why heavens chief warrior and the Lord of Hosts Himself?  All this just to get His church….His bride.  This is war!  Christ is recalling His ambassadors and the enemy will not take it lying down.  From this moment on the battle is joined and you can read about it in the Book of Revelation.  
Together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air:  This probably describes the clouds of believers that will be going up.  Every Christian who has ever lived on the earth will be resurrected on that day and ascend to Christ.  There will be clouds of them.  

Hebrews 12:1 Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside every encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us,  

And so we shall always be with the Lord: Your eternal destiny is not to be in heaven.  It is to be with the Lord.  That is why He came for you the first time.  It is why He will come for you the second time.  
The Imminent Rapture replaces anxiety with comfort [18]

1 Thessalonians 4:18   18 Therefore comfort one another with these words.
Should we be comforted by mere words?  Of course not.  But these are the Words of the Lord Himself.  As such they are powerful.  They are used by the Spirit to draw our hearts and minds to our Savior…to take the focus off of end times and put them on Jesus.  They are therefore,  intended to be spoken by us to one another and not explained away with complex systems of theology and unbelief.  
CONCLUSION

Why do you want to go to heaven?  Are you like many who I hear whining about the trials of this life and how they are just hunkering down and hanging on until they can get out of here to where life will be easy with  no more trials and worries?  

Let me read to you why Christ wants you to come to heaven:  

Matthew 26:28-29  28 for this is My blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for forgiveness of sins.  29 "But I say to you, I will not drink of this fruit of the vine from now on until that day when I drink it new with you in My Father's kingdom." 

John 14:3  3 "If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself, that where I am, there you may be also. 

Revelation 19:7-9  7 "Let us rejoice and be glad and give the glory to Him, for the marriage of the Lamb has come and His bride has made herself ready."  8 It was given to her to clothe herself in fine linen, bright and clean; for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints.  9 Then he said to me, "Write, 'Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.'" And he said to me, "These are true words of God."  
The Lord Himself came for you at the Cross.  He did not send His best man there.  He did not send a servant to pay the bride price.  He came Himself.  He had the wealth of creation at His disposal,  but He paid for it Himself, with the most prized possession of any man.  It was His life’s blood, poured out for you.  

When He was about to leave He promised to come again for you.  He did not say that He would just wait until the end of all things and then raise you from the grave.  He said He would come again to receive you unto Himself. 
Words fail me when I think of The Rapture.  My Glorious Redeemer and Lord, parting the heavens with His Word, Calling out to His Bride.  His fiercest warrior at His side to insure our safe passage.  The Trumpet blast of God Himself freezing His enemies in their tracks and then we….we poor lost children rescued and taken back with Him forever. 
Titus 2:11-14  11 For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all men,  12 instructing us to deny ungodliness and worldly desires and to live sensibly, righteously and godly in the present age,  13 looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus,  14 who gave Himself for us to redeem us from every lawless deed, and to purify for Himself a people for His own possession, zealous for good deeds.  
May God help us to forsake our love for this world?  It is a futile pursuit.  It belongs to the chief enemy of our soul.  What can there possibly be here that you would exchange for eternity spent with Jesus?  Who is there here who will ever love you like Jesus?  

Psalm 57:1-11  Be gracious to me, O God, be gracious to me, For my soul takes refuge in You; And in the shadow of Your wings I will take refuge Until destruction passes by.  2 I will cry to God Most High, To God who accomplishes all things for me.  3 He will send from heaven and save me; He reproaches him who tramples upon me. Selah. God will send forth His lovingkindness and His truth.  4 My soul is among lions; I must lie among those who breathe forth fire, Even the sons of men, whose teeth are spears and arrows And their tongue a sharp sword.  5 Be exalted above the heavens, O God; Let Your glory be above all the earth.  6 They have prepared a net for my steps; My soul is bowed down; They dug a pit before me; They themselves have fallen into the midst of it. Selah.  7 My heart is steadfast, O God, my heart is steadfast; I will sing, yes, I will sing praises!  8 Awake, my glory! Awake, harp and lyre! I will awaken the dawn.  9 I will give thanks to You, O Lord, among the peoples; I will sing praises to You among the nations.  10 For Your lovingkindness is great to the heavens And Your truth to the clouds.  11 Be exalted above the heavens, O God; Let Your glory be above all the earth.
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